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As she was handing the scissors over, the servant trundles in from the kitchen with an
announcement that Waverhouse’ s meal has been delivered. Indeed she carries with her two
lidded bamboo plates loaded with cold buckwheat noodles.
© [THRIAZTHPEOBFOMEEIETT L, brobiifltezioT, ZZTIESOKHFHIHLE
b LI R D,
“Aha,” says Waverhouse, “so here, Mrs. Sneeze, is the lunch I bought myself. With your
permission, I propose to eat it now.” He bows respectfully
@ Hifi A2 & 9 ZRARLE (S ET) 7o X O REMELE OB BIGKHIE LI E RAT [3HEH
) ERORFEL LT VR LTS,
As he seems to have spoken half in earnest and half in jest, Mrs. Sneeze is at a loss how
best to answer, so she just says lightly, “Please do,” and settles back to watch.
@ FANTLOIRKFENLIREZMLT TBEZOBWOIZERITEICE] Lnol,
At long last my master drags his eyes away from the photograph and remarks, “In weather
as hot as this, noodles are bad for one’ s health.”
® bt KR, HFERBDIFRSITT (HT2) 2bA LR LHRFEOEE LD,
“No danger. What one likes seldom upsets one. In fact I’ ve heard,” says Waverhouse,
lifting one of the lids, “that a little of what you fancy does you good.”
®  HTHYTUEH Y Moo, BEOIEONT-D L AFOMAEIT 7=OImkZ0 b L< e
BATEE] EFRAE Y 2 ORI THA RIS T,
He appears satisfied by what he’ s seen on the plate for he goes straight on to observe,
“In my opinion noodles that have been left to stand are, like heavily bearded men, never
to be relied upon.” He adds green horseradish to his dish of soy sauce and stirs away like

mad.

® [BZARTLEE AND LBV & ENDOELE 2 ITHEFER LT,
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“Steady on,” says my master in genuinely anxious tones, “if you put in that much spice
it” 11 be too hot to eat.”
@ BRIV LLETED bALE DR, BIXEENHNRATES S

“Noodles must be eaten with soy sauce and green horse-radish. I bet you don’ t even like
noodles. ”
MRITERAIAF & 72) THRAUIS 72038 O b AT,

“T do indeed. The normal kind.” — + - kA

“That ‘s the stuff for pack—horse drivers. « + « PES
O BEOWREMLIDOMNIEROFREIT RV ERWRBOEEE LS L&A THESD
7203 Oy R TSHEN Y OFmSIT L2V BT,
Aman insensitive to cold buckwheat noodles spiced like this is a man to be devoutly pitied.”
So saying, Waverhouse digs his cedar-wood chopsticks deep into the mass of noodles, scoops
up a hefty helping and lifts it some two inches.
@ [HRIABEREZEIITHLWNANAENRH D E3 033,

“Did you know, Mrs. Sneeze, that there are several styles for eating noodles?
@ HILOFIRS T, HEFIY 225 T T, £ LTHONTLS HRoL HoRo TWET,
O CSLHLRORITLNTT L,
Raw beginners always use too much sauce and then they munch this delicacy like so many cattle
chewing the cud. That way, the exquisite savor of the noodles is inevitably lost
@ fITh, T, =& Lo WG 8T TR LRV E BT L. RV SHI %
LT—RIEFNDZEHRIzE5 L EiFbins,
The correct procedure is to scoop themup like this. . . 7 Waverhouse raises his chopsticks
above the bamboo plate until a foot—long curtain of noodles dangles in the air.
@ AL IENSD EESTTFERDL &, £ ZAORIKHEOEZ M2V THE
(T D LITHER (TADA) LTND,
He looks down at the plate to check that he’ s lifted his lading clear of the plate but
finds a dozen or so of the tail—ends still lying coiled within it
G TZvoldRWR, EOTTRISA, ZORIMBIT) L ERBIMTHOFEZERT D,
“What very long noodles! Look, Mrs. Sneeze, aren’ t they the longest that you ever saw?”
Waverhouse demands that his audience should participate, if only by interjections.
® BIAT TRVBDOTISNETA] ESHELLEL LWIEFEEZT S,

“Indeed, they are lengthy!” she answers, as if impressed by his dissertation.
@ ZORWA~Y2E =5 —(SALSNE) DT T, —HIZBATLE D AR,

“Now, you dip just one—third of these long strands in the sauce, then swallow them in a
single gulp.
@® WA CRWNTRVYy, A CRBEEROUNRL 25, DO ENMEZIEY AL & Z A3 29
bzl ERWEIoTELZEL B3 EBERITE )0 OFETHIZ B,
Youmustn® t chew them. Mastication destroys their unique flavor. The whole point of noodles

is in the way they slither down one’ s throat.” He thereupon raises his chopsticks to a
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dramatic height and the ends of the longest strands at last swing clear of the plate.
O EFW@AONIZT DO F~, FZ2DLTO% LT, REROENLTEATZAMTRT &
T—F I VAR L 5T, BEORSTNELETY 208 (0 S) 3 LT 5,

Then, as he starts to lower his arm again, the tail—-ends of the noodles slowly start
submerging into the sauce dish held in his left hand.

Which, in accordance with Archimedes’ Law, causes the sauce slowly to rise in the dish
as its volume is displaced by noodles.

& ZANEBEOHITIIITL B Y 2RI\ HEBEAS TNDENG, REDFEIT) D> ToEmEDM
03 bIR D ARWRITERITY 2 TR o T L E ST,

However, since the dish was originally eight—tenths full of sauce, the level of the liquid
reached its brim before Waverhouse could get even one—quarter, let alone the connoisseur’ s
one—third, of the length of his wriggling noodles into the sauce.

Q) KREOFIIEMEEDLHTOEICESTOY E-EST-X D) LIRS <ERL,

The chopsticks appear paralyzed about five inches above the dish and so remain for an awkward
pause while Waverhouse considers his dilemma.

@ HELZ LB TOLDERTH ST, b EBMROBELIT, OEFEDH~FfoTT
Sl OB, D525 B ) EHEN U THAMER 2N — T B FA~MEEZH O HEDSE
DEERITHA TR o T T,

No wonder he looks moithered and half-hesitates. Then, suddenly, jerking his head and neck
forward and downward like a striking snake, he jabbed his mouth at the chopsticks, There
was a slushy slurping sound, his throttle surged and receded once or twice and the noodles
were all gone.

@ @2V BRI, D U THERRY 2@ 51300 Th D,

If he lowers the noodles one more fraction of an inch, the sauce must overflow, but if he
does not lower them, he must fail to conform with the standards he has established for the
proper style of stuffing oneself with noodles.

@ JRLTETr b, L FARIT— EEITRBIADT- b DTE) EEADPBIRT D & HHRETTF
Rz AR SREOFEEEAE LTz,

“What an extraordinary performance! How on earth,” enquires my flabbergasted master, “do
you contrive to gulp down such a mass of vermicelli in one consuming go?”  “Amazing, isn’ t
he!” Mrs. Sneeze is equally lost in admiration.

@  EZEDFINZ S DD, ERIGALDIZE DTN S DN ZIUTNEIZITHER L7220,

To this day I am not sure whether those tear drops were a tribute to the strength of the
green horseradish or evidence of the painful effort such gurgitation must involve.

@ 2 LHEEFEOMIRIOIRD & 9 72 b OH—JHRF B IFE~ALH L7,

A few tears oozed from the corners of his eyes.

@ FNEVFHEEBITILLESRAEEAL) eI FTHERNTL Lo E—BANTH
)

If you drag out the process longer than that, the noodles will not taste their best.” He
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wipes his face with a handkerchief and sits back to take a well-earned breather.

@ FKEHAZH ZDOIRNTE LB THE = EER (7270 Weddy TS AJRIIRIE =m0
HTREIATI,

Waver house says nothing, puts down the chopsticks, and pats his chest an easing couple
of times. “Well, Mrs. Sneeze,” he eventually answers, “a plate of noodles should be

consumed in three and a half, at most in four, mouthfuls.
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